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than this. Assuming substantially the Marxian "economic interpre- 
tation of history," he attempts to reconstruct revolutionary periods 
from the beginning of private property to the present time. In this 
attempt he has brought more "revolutions" into focus, as forming a 
sequence, than any other writer whom we can recall. At the same 
time he has implied, but not proved (this remains a first-rate research 
problem), that an evolutionary nexus may be discovered between 
them. In support of that presumption he throws into relief , in the case 
of each, economic factors which, in many if not all instances, have 
received less than their due share of attention by the purveyors of 
tradition. To that extent the book is a plausible plea for reconstruc- 
tion of history. In this light a still more accurate title than the one 
suggested above would be: "Neglected Economic Aspects of Certain 
Revolutionary Episodes." Albion W. Small 

Social Evolution. By Benjamin Kidd. New edition revised, 
with additions. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1921. 
Pp. ix+404. $2.50. 

This is apparently a verbatim reprint of the second American edition 
of 1894. 

The original (1894) edition was reviewed at length in this Journal 
under the title Mr. Kidd's "Social Evolution," by Mr. John A. Hobson 
of London. (AJSI, 299-312, November, 1895.) Nothing has occurred 
meanwhile to impeach Mr. Hobson's estimate. His conclusions are 
indicated in the closing paragraphs as follows (pp. 311-12): 

"What then is the interest and worth of this book? Setting aside 
the literary skill, which is considerable, and the thoughtful handling 
of many interesting modern topics which lie across the path of the argu- 
ment, there is evidently something in Mr. Kidd's central theory which 
appeals strongly to a large number of fairly educated people. What is 
it? The answer, I think, is this: There has been a rapidly growing 
feeling, among large numbers of those who still cleave to the orthodox 
churches, that the intellectual foundations of religion have slipped away. 
They are not rationalists, most of them have never seriously examined 
the rational basis of their creed, but the disturbing influences of rational 
criticism have reached them in the shape of this vague, uneasy feeling. 
Now these people, morally weak because they have relied upon dogmatic 
supports of conduct, are ready to grasp eagerly at a theory which shall 
save their religious systems in a manner which seems consistent with 
modern culture. 
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"If reason can only be induced to make a voluntary cession of a 
certain sphere of territory to religion — give a rational sanction to 
religion to be irrational — then all is achieved. Mr. Kidd is by no 
means the first to essay this task, but he is one of the boldest, for he 
does not hesitate to say that religion is wholly without rational sanction. 

"The element of truth which Mr. Kidd has brought into prominence 
is the fact that an ethical motive does not derive its force from the intel- 
lect, and that ethical progress in an individual or a race is not neces- 
sarily correspondent with intellectual progress. What he assumes, but 
does not prove, is that ethical motives can operate only through definite 
religious systems, and that the recognition of the value of the 'fund of 
altruism,' gives validity to religious forms which are animated by some 
portion of the ethical spirit. 

"Mr. Kidd has powerfully emphasized the 'irrationality' (in his 
sense) of the altruistic forces. But he has neglected to recognize that 
all other motive forces are equally 'irrational,' and that those which 
incite a man to selfish conduct are just as irrational as any other. Our 
likes and dislikes, our estimate of pleasures and pains, that aggregate 
valuation of vital forces which forms the active character of a man or 
a race, are irrational in the sense that the intellect (Mr. Kidd's reason) 
only enables one to see correctly the results which attend the pursuit 
of likes and dislikes. Moral forces can never be directly generated by 
intellectual machinery. 

"Once let us realize that it is the real interest of the individual to 
act in harmony with the total well being of the society to which he 
belongs, and that it is the true interest of this generation to care for 
succeeding generations — that human nature contains desires making 
for the realization of the wider self which it would be painful to thwart 
— ethical conduct is at once justified, and the false antagonism of 
individual and social welfare disappears." 

A. W. S. 



Freedom of Speech. By Zechariah Chafee, Jr. Harcourt, 
Brace & Howe, 1920. Pp. vii+431. $3.50. 
This volume includes a discussion of war-time freedom of speech, 
of recent legislation against sedition and anarchy, of the deportations, 
with a brief final chapter on freedom and initiative in the schools. There 
is also a bibliography and a table of cases covering the topics discussed. 
This volume is notable for the courage and legal acumen with which a 
conservative jurist protests against one of the least creditable episodes 



